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Latin America (LA) is a vast region, which
encompasses most of the American Conti-
nent including more than 30 nationalities:
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Chile, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panamá, Paraguay,
Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, Venezuela …;
with a current population that esceeds 650
million people. In this region, during the last
decade we have seen the development of
several professional and scientific Societies
of Bioinformatics & Computational Biology,
which actively work in L+E+T in the field.
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Development and evolution of Bioinformatics Societies in 
Latin America: A2B2C (Argentina), AB3C (Brasil), BIOCANET 
(Costa Rica & Panama), BioNetMX (Mexico), SC2B2 (Colom-
bia), SCB (Chile), SPB2C (Peru), and SoIBio (IberoAmerica).
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7 National Societies of Bioinformatics in Latin America:

A2B2C (Argentina) http://2022.a2b2c.org.ar/
Asociación Argentina de Bioinformática y Biología Computacional

AB3C (Brazil) https://ab3c.org.br/site/
Associação Brasileira de Bioinformática e Biologia Computacional

BIOCANET (Costa Rica & Panama) (at present not very active)
Central American Network of Bioinformatics and Molecular Biocomputing

BioNetMX (Mexico) https://redmexicanadebioinformatica.org/
Red Mexicana de Bioinformática

SC2B2 (Colombia) (after pandemic in stand-by)
Sociedad Colombiana de Bioinformática y Biología Computational

SCB (Chile) https://www.scbioinfo.cl/ (funded in 2021)
Sociedad Chilena de Bioinformática

SPB2C (Peru) (born in 2019, legally funded in 2021)
Sociedad Peruana de Bioinformática y Biología Computational

Fostering L+E+T on Bioinformatics in Latin America
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A2B2C (Argentina)
Asociación Argentina de Bioinformática y Biología Computacional
Dr. Nicolás Palopoli, Dr. Gustavo Parisi, Dra. Elizabeth Tapia, Dr. Flavio Spetale
AB3C (Brazil)
Associação Brasileira de Bioinformática e Biologia Computacional
Dr. Marcelo Brandão, Dra. Ana Tereza Vasconcelos 

BIOCANET (Costa Rica & Panama)
Central American Network of Bioinformatics and Molecular Biocomputing
Dr. Javier Sánchez-Galan 

BioNetMX (Mexico)
Red Mexicana de Bioinformática
Dra. Irma Martínez-Flores, Dra. Alejandra Medina, Dr. Julio Collado-Vides

SC2B2 (Colombia)
Sociedad Colombiana de Bioinformática y Biología Computational
Dr. Pedro Antonio Moreno Tovar, Dr. Emiliano Barreto-Hernández, Dr. Yesid Cuesta
SCB (Chile)
Sociedad Chilena de Bioinformática
Dr. Vinicius Maracaja,  Dr. Danilo González-Nilo 

SPB2C (Peru)
Sociedad Peruana de Bioinformática y Biología Computational
Dr. Luis Tataje, Cleidy Osorio 

Collaborative Effort

Fostering L+E+T on Bioinformatics in Latin America
Presented by Dr. Javier De Las Rivas at  CoBLET - 12.October.2022



National Societies of Bioinformatics in Latin America:
AB3C (Brazil) https://ab3c.org.br/site/
Associação Brasileira de Bioinformática e Biologia Computacional

– Was funded in 2004

– Current President: Marcelo Brandão

– The past, present and future of genomics and 
bioinformatics: A survey of Brazilian scientists. 
Genet Mol Biol. 2022 
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– Was funded on the 30 October 2009

– 1st President: Cristina Marino-Buslje

– Founders Members : 
Cristina Marino-Buslje (Universidad de Buenos Aires), Fernán 
Agüero (Univ. de San Martín), Adrián Turjanski (Univ. de Buenos 
Aires), María Silvina Fornasari (Univ. Nacional de Quilmes), Ignacio 
Sánchez (Fundación Instituto Leloir), Ignacio Ponzoni (Univ. 
Nacional del Sur), Diego Ferreiro (Univ. de Buenos Aires), Gustavo 
Parisi (Univ. Nacional de Quilmes), Marcelo Martí (Univ. de Buenos 
Aires), Ariel Chernomoretz (Univ. de Buenos Aires), Sebastián 
Fernández Alberti (Univ. Nacional de Quilmes), Luis Diambra (Univ. 
de La Plata), Daniel Ghiringhelli (Univ. Nacional de Quilmes).

National Societies of Bioinformatics in Latin America:
A2B2C (Argentina) http://2022.a2b2c.org.ar/
Asociación Argentina de Bioinformática y Biología Computacional
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National Societies of Bioinformatics in Latin America:
BioNetMX (Mexico) https://redmexicanadebioinformatica.org/
Red Mexicana de Bioinformática

– Was funded on the 31 May 2018

– 1st President: Alejandra Medina-Rivera

– Founders Members: 
- Julio Collado Vides - Investigador
- Alejandra Medina-Rivera - Investigador
- Maribel Hernádez-Rosales - Investigador
- Selene Fernández - Investigador
- Shirley Alquicira - Informática
- Dulce Valdivia - Estudiante
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National Societies of Bioinformatics in Latin America:
SPB2C (Peru) (born in 2019, legally funded in 2021)
Sociedad Peruana de Bioinformática y Biología Computational

Board of 

Directors
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SoIBio (wp.soibio.org)
22 countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Rep. 

Dominicana, Uruguay, Venezuela, plus Spain and Portugal.

Latin America - International Society
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SoIBio (wp.soibio.org)
Sociedad Iberoamericana de Bioinformatica / 
Iberoamerican Society for Bioinformatics

Bioinformatics and Computational Biology in Latin America: 
7 National Societies & SoIBio + ISCB

Dr. Javier De Las Rivas – President of SoIBio
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SoIBio (wp.soibio.org)
Sociedad Iberoamericana de Bioinformatica / 
Iberoamerican Society for Bioinformatics

Bioinformatics and Computational Biology in Latin America: 
7 National Societies & SoIBio + ISCB
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SoIBio (wp.soibio.org)
Sociedad Iberoamericana de Bioinformatica / 

Iberoamerican Society for Bioinformatics

What is SoIBio ? ... SoIBio (Iberoamerican Society for Bioinformatics) is an

international scientific society, founded in 2009, that aims to promote research and
development of Bioinformatics and Computational Biology in the large
international region of IberoAmerica that includes 22 countries: Argentina, Bolivia,
Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Republica Dominicana,
Uruguay, Venezuela, plus Spain and Portugal. … to promote scientific, academic and
professional advance, cooperation and exchange in Bioinformatics across Latin
America.



International Meetings

– SoIBio organized International Conferences:
 2009 Puerto Morelos, MEXICO ("Fundación de SoIBio", joint with EMBnet)

 2010 Termas de Chillán, CHILE (1st IC-SoIBio http://www.soibio.org/en/node/60)
 2011 Florianopolis, BRAZIL (http://www.soibio.org/en/X-Meeting2011)
 2012 Santiago, CHILE (joint conference with ISCB-LA 2012)
 2013 Rosario, ARGENTINA (http://www.soibio.org/es/node/209)
 2014 Belo Horizonte, BRAZIL (joint conference with ISCB-LA 2014)
 2016 Riviera Maya, MEXICO (6th IC-SoIBio fully organized) (delayed from 2015)
 2016 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA (ISCB-LA 2016 with SoIBio collaboration)
 2017 Cali, COLOMBIA (13-15.Sept.2017) 8th IC-SoIBio
 2018 Viña del Mar, CHILE (5-9.Nov.2018, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio EMBnet) 9th IC-SoIBio
 2019 Montevideo, URUGUAY (28.Oct-1.Nov.2019) 10th IC-SoIBio


 2022 Queretaro, MEXICO (3-7.Nov.2022, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio BioNetMX) 11th IC

SoIBio (wp.soibio.org) Annual Meetings / International Conferences 



International Meetings

– SoIBio organized International Conferences:
 2009 Puerto Morelos, MEXICO ("Fundación de SoIBio", joint with EMBnet)

 2010 Termas de Chillán, CHILE (1st IC-SoIBio http://www.soibio.org/en/node/60)
 2011 Florianopolis, BRAZIL (http://www.soibio.org/en/X-Meeting2011)
 2012 Santiago, CHILE (joint conference with ISCB-LA 2012)
 2013 Rosario, ARGENTINA (http://www.soibio.org/es/node/209)
 2014 Belo Horizonte, BRAZIL (joint conference with ISCB-LA 2014)
 2016 Riviera Maya, MEXICO (6th IC-SoIBio fully organized) (delayed from 2015)
 2016 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA (ISCB-LA 2016 with SoIBio collaboration)
 2017 Cali, COLOMBIA (13-15.Sept.2017) 8th IC-SoIBio
 2018 Viña del Mar, CHILE (5-9.Nov.2018, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio EMBnet) 9th IC-SoIBio
 2019 Montevideo, URUGUAY (28.Oct-1.Nov.2019) 10th IC-SoIBio


 2022 Queretaro, MEXICO (3-7.Nov.2022, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio BioNetMX) 11th IC

SoIBio (wp.soibio.org) Annual Meetings / International Conferences 



SoIBio (wp.soibio.org) Annual Meetings / International Conferences 



International Meetings

– SoIBio organized International Conferences:
 2009 Puerto Morelos, MEXICO ("Fundación de SoIBio", joint with EMBnet)

 2010 Termas de Chillán, CHILE (1st IC-SoIBio http://www.soibio.org/en/node/60)
 2011 Florianopolis, BRAZIL (http://www.soibio.org/en/X-Meeting2011)
 2012 Santiago, CHILE (joint conference with ISCB-LA 2012)
 2013 Rosario, ARGENTINA (http://www.soibio.org/es/node/209)
 2014 Belo Horizonte, BRAZIL (joint conference with ISCB-LA 2014)
 2016 Riviera Maya, MEXICO (6th IC-SoIBio fully organized) (delayed from 2015)
 2016 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA (ISCB-LA 2016 with SoIBio collaboration)
 2017 Cali, COLOMBIA (13-15.Sept.2017) 8th IC-SoIBio
 2018 Viña del Mar, CHILE (5-9.Nov.2018, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio EMBnet) 9th IC-SoIBio
 2019 Montevideo, URUGUAY (28.Oct-1.Nov.2019) 10th IC-SoIBio
 2020 Queretaro, MEXICO (28-29.Oct.2020, with ISCB-LA SoIBio BioNetMX) virtual on-line
 2022 Queretaro, MEXICO (3-7.Nov.2022, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio BioNetMX) 11th IC

Planning: 2023 IC in PERU (with SPB2C); 2024 IC in COLOMBIA (with SC2B2 & ISCB-LA)
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https://www.cabana.online/

CABANA has collaborated & participated in these 3 IC promoted by SoIBio:

 2018 Viña del Mar, CHILE (5-9.Nov.2018, joint ISCB-LA SoIBio EMBnet) 9th IC-SoIBio
 2019 Montevideo, URUGUAY (28.Oct-1.Nov.2019) 10th IC-SoIBio
 2020 Queretaro, MEXICO (28-29.Oct.2020, ISCB-LA SoIBio BioNetMX) 11th IC-SoIBio

Bioinformatics in Latin-America: recent relevant initiatives
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https://womenbioinfodatascla.github.io/



RIABIO :: Red Iberoamericana de Inteligencia Artificial para Big BioData

RED CYTED 

RIABIO

Research
Projects & 

Contracts

Education
Programs, Degrees, 

Masters

Computational
Platforms, Equipments 

& Tools

RED 

172 Personas (125 Investigadores)

35 Grupos (7 Empresas)

65 Instituciones

10 Países

dt1
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dt3

dt4

datos ómicos de genomas, epigenomas, proteomas, 

metabolomas, microbiomas, metagenomas, etc 

datos de simulación nano-biomolecular de alta 

complejidad

datos biomédicos patológicos y epidemiológicos

# Cursos on-line

# Seminarios on-line webinars

# Intercambio experiencia Edu/Ltds 

# Coordinación

# Creación de una plataforma

de recursos y cooperación 

en IA para Big BioData
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Movilidad

in1 in2 in3

ODS
Impacto, Evaluación, Sostenibilidad 
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Gestión y 
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datos DNA / RNA deep-seq : human, patógenos, agro, biodiversidad

ARGENTINA         BRASIL         CHILE         COLOMBIA         COSTA RICA         ESPAÑA         MÉXICO         PANAMÁ      PERÚ         URUGUAY 

# Workshop

anual internacional

out8

Bioinformatics in Latin-America recent relevant initiatives
RIABIO : A network grant by CYTED for 2021-2024



SoIBio international society 
(in a region with great 

cultural links)  

22 countries
Links with other 
International 

Bioinformatic Organizations

7 National Societies:

Argentina, Brasil
Central-America, Chile, 
Colombia, México, Peru 

Development and evolution of 
Bioinformatics in Latin America


